[image: ]HS220 Risk Assessment – Sensory (mouthing) chewing items 
Risk assessment blank form - 5 steps





	
	
Potential consequence / severity of outcome


	
	
1

	
2

	
3
	
4
	
5

	

Likelihood of harm occurring / frequency of occurrence
	
None
no injury or adverse effects
	
Minor
first aid injury
	
Moderate
lost time injury
	
Major
hospital treatment
	
Catastrophic
disabling injury or death

	Could happen, but probably never will.

	1 - Rare
	
1
	
2
	
3
	
4
	
5

	Not likely to occur in normal circumstances.
	2 - Unlikely
	
2
	
4
	
6
	
8
	
10

	May occur at some time.

	3 - Possible
	
3
	
6
	
9
	
12
	
15

	Expected to occur at some time.

	4 - Likely
	
4
	
8
	
12
	
16
	
20

	Likely to occur on many occasions.

	5 – Almost certain
	
5
	
10
	
15
	
20
	
25
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Total

	
Level of risk
	
Timescale / action

	
1 to 5

	
Low
	
No additional physical control measures are required however monitoring is necessary to ensure controls are maintained.

	
6 to 10

	
Medium
	
3-6 months - efforts should be made to reduce the risk to an acceptable level. 

	
12 to 25
	
High, or stop
	
Immediate - work should not be started until the risk has been reduced to an acceptable level.  Where the risk involves work in progress, urgent action should be taken.  If it is not possible to reduce risk even with unlimited resources, work will have to be stopped.








	Step 1
What are the hazards?
	Step 2
Who might be harmed and how?


	Raw risk rating
	Step 3
What do you have in place?
	Step 4
Is anything further needed?
Yes / No
	Step 5
Action and review

	Residual risk rating

	Spot hazards by:

· Walking around your workplace.
· Asking those doing the task what they think.
· Checking manufacturers’ instructions.
· Considering health hazards.
	Identify groups of people: 
· employees
· lone workers
· children
· service users
· temporary / agency staff
· contractors
· volunteers
· members of the public
· children (including work experience).

	When there are no control measures are in place.

State total score.

 

	List what is already in place to reduce the likelihood of harm or make any harm less serious, examples include: 
· guarding
· training
· procedures, safe systems of work
· personal protective equipment (PPE).
	You need to make sure that you have reduced risks ‘so far as is reasonably practicable’. 

An easy way of doing this is to compare what you are already doing with good practice. If there is a difference, indicate ‘yes’ and list what needs to be undertaken in the action column.
	Remember to prioritise hazards that are high-risk and have serious consequences first:

· List the actions required and who needs to complete and by when.
· Check actions are correctly completed.
· Check controls remain in place.
· Review the risk assessment annually, or earlier if there is an incident or if the work activity changes.

	Level of risk when all control measures are in place.

State total score.




















	

Activity / operation/ event: Use of sensory (mouthing) chewing items.
The risk of an adverse event (injury or harm) following a child using an object for the purposes of mouthing for sensory regulation.

	
Establishment: 

	
Assessment date: 

	
Assessor name / position: 

	
Review date: 

	
Risk assessment approved by authorised person (name/position): 

	
Approved date: 

	
Step 1
Identify the hazards
	
Step 2
Who might 
be harmed and how?
	
Raw risk rating
state total score
	
Step 3
What do you have in place?
	
Step 4
Anything further
needed?
Yes / No
	Step 5
Action and review


	
	
	
	
	
	Action required
	Residual risk rating
state total score
	Responsible
person
	Date completed

	Sensory (mouthing) chewy item not suitable or safe to use.

	Children (particularly those with Pica Disorder).

Risk of choking if object is small enough to swallow, breaks into smaller pieces and/or outer surface breaks enabling contact with internal parts.

Hard materials could cause injury if a child falls while wearing it.

	

	













	Yes
	Children to be supervised when using sensory (mouthing) chewy items.
All sensory (mouthing) chewy items must be purchased from a reputable company that tests products for compliance with all applicable conformity safety standards e.g. CE mark, and the British Standard for toy safety (BS EN 71).

All sensory (mouthing) chewy items must be assessed and inspected by the service or school before acceptance or purchase to ensure safety and suitability.  

Toys and equipment used in service locations or school classrooms must not be used as mouthing items and must be immediately removed from the child if used.  All classroom toys and equipment must be secured after use to eliminate their use as chewy items (these may be unsafe or unsuitable and will not have been approved.

Sensory (mouthing) chewy items must be made of safe, durable, free of harmful substances or chemicals and made from non-toxic materials.

	
	
	

	Wearing sensory (mouthing) chewy item around the neck.


	Children (particularly those with Pica Disorder).

Risk of harm and potential strangulation if necklace or lanyard gets caught or pulled, especially if the clasp is not a breakaway type. Child may not be able to release the necklace.

	
	

	Yes
	Staff to supervise children when they are using sensory (mouthing) chewy items.

Chewy items with necklaces or lanyards must have a breakaway clasp that releases easily when pulled.  The chewy item must be removed immediately if the lanyard/necklace does not have a breakable clasp.  Also if the clasp is broken discard.  The necklace/lanyard must be in good condition e.g. not frayed or broken.

Chewable bracelets or wristbands are recommended as a safer alternative to use and must be considered.

First aid to be provided and emergency procedures followed.

KCC’s online reporting form to be completed for accidents, incidents or near misses.

	
	
	

	Deterioration of sensory (mouthing) chewy item and other parts.

	Children (particularly those with Pica Disorder).

Risk of infection (build-up of bacteria) if chewy item not cleaned regularly or stored correctly.

Risk of harm, swallowing parts, choking and/or death (unable to clear airway) on chewy item or other parts.
	

	
	Yes
	Staff to supervise children when they are using sensory (mouthing) chewy items.

First aid to be provided and emergency procedures followed.

Visual inspections to be undertaken of all chewy items worn and used by children. Any items deemed unsuitable or unsafe must be removed immediately.

Recorded inspections to be undertaken to check if still safe to use and identify if there are any sharp edges, discolouration, cracking, or any other significant signs of wear and tear or deterioration. Any items not suitable or unsafe must be immediately removed to ensure safety.

Parents/carers should be reminded to regularly clean chewy items with warm soapy water and store in a clean, dry container.

Remove chewy items if any cords show signs of fraying, thinning, breakage or damage.

KCC’s online reporting form to be completed for accidents, incidents or near misses.

	
	
	

	
Swallowing or choking on a non-edible object.
	Children (particularly those with Pica Disorder).

Risk of harm, swallowing parts, choking and/or death (unable to clear airway) on chewy item or other parts due to breakage.



	

	

	Yes
	All children, particularly those with Pica Disorder should be supervised by staff when mouthing items to ensure they are suitable and safe to use.

Staff to complete appropriate training for identifying risks associated with Pica Disorder, safe sensory regulation tools, and the use of Chewelry or chewy items.  

Children should be reminded about not putting non-edible objects into their mouth (this excludes approved chewy items).
First aid to be provided and emergency procedures followed.

All class staff must review the Behaviour Support Plans of each child who displays Pica-behaviour to ensure they understand the risks and corrective measures required including suitable and safe use of inspected and approved chewy items, supervision, first aid and emergency procedures.

A list of children from each service or school class who may place objects into their mouths must be shared with all staff to increase supervision levels and raise the profile of Pica-related risks.

Staff to undertake daily visual inspections of all chewy items worn and used by children.

All sensory (mouthing) chewy items must be assessed and inspected by the service or school before acceptance or purchasing to ensure safety and suitability.

Staff to ensure the immediate removal of any unsuitable or unsafe items.

KCC’s online reporting form to be completed for accidents, incidents or near misses.

	
	
	

	
Use of sensory (mouthing) chewy items on an offsite visit.

	Children (particularly those with Pica Disorder).

Risk of harm, strangulation, choking and/or death. Unable to clear airway, or harmful object(s) swallowed.

	

	



	Yes
	All children must be closely supervised by an adult when on an off-site visit. 

Children who display Pica type behaviour to be given very close supervision when on an off-site particularly if in a darkened area as vision may be impaired e.g. by insufficient lighting.

See the off-site visit (not residential) risk assessment which must be  completed and approved.  The risk assessment must include:

· The specific risks for children with Pica Disorder and others who use sensory (mouthing) chewy items.

· Trips to the cinema or theatre which are darkened may raise the risk of an incident as supervision may be impaired e.g. insufficient lighting.  Specific Behaviour Support Plans must be in place for these children.  

· The control measures required to eliminate or minimise risk e.g. close supervision of children at all times to ensure no foreign objects are put into mouths or swallowed; first aid and emergency procedures to be followed. 

The control measures identified to mitigate risk must be in place before and during the visit.  The risk assessment must be approved and circulated to all staff involved in the activity and reviewed at least annually or earlier if there is an incident.

All sensory (mouthing) chewy items must be checked and inspected before leaving the service or school site (see Form 1, 2, and 3. Any faulty, unsuitable or unsafe items will be removed immediately

KCC’s online reporting form to be completed for accidents, incidents or near misses.

	
	
	

	Use of sensory (mouthing) chewy items whilst on the playground. 
	Children (particularly those with Pica Disorder).

Risk of harm, choking and/or death. Unable to clear airway, or harmful object(s) swallowed.

	

	
	Yes
	Provide close supervision of children whilst outside. A list of children from the service or school class (who may place objects into their mouths) to be shared with all staff including  to increase supervision levels and raise the profile of Pica-related risks.

First aid to be provided and emergency procedures followed.

It is recommended chewy items are removed before active play if possible.  If unable to - close supervision will be required especially during activities like running or playing.

KCC’s online reporting form to be completed for accidents, incidents or near misses.

	
	
	

	Use of sensory (mouthing) chewy items whilst in darkened areas e.g. cinema, laser quest, sensory rooms.

	Children (particularly those with Pica Disorder).

Risk of harm, choking and/or death. Unable to clear airway, or harmful object(s) swallowed.

	

	

	Yes
	Children who display Pica type behaviour must be closely supervised in a darkened area as vision may be impaired e.g. by insufficient lighting.

First aid to be provided and emergency procedures followed.

Update risk assessments darkened activity areas to include:

· The specific risks for children with Pica Disorder and others who use sensory (mouthing) chewy items.

· A darkened area increases the risk of an incident as supervision may be impaired e.g. insufficient lighting.  Specific Behaviour Support Plans to be in place for these children.  

· The control measures required to eliminate or minimise risk e.g. close supervision of children at all times to ensure no foreign objects are put into mouths or swallowed; first aid and emergency procedures to be followed. 

Risk assessments must be approved and circulated to all staff involved in the activity and reviewed at least annually or earlier if there is an incident.

KCC’s online reporting form to be completed for accidents, incidents or near misses.
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