Dear Early Years and Childcare Providers

Please see below this week’s Government updates for you, your staff and families. Please note that even though we provided the information for you on Monday, we have again included the link to the updated Actions for Early Years and Childcare settings below.  Also below please find a reminder about who to contact if you have a query about the Contain Outbreak Management Fund.  

Government Updates for the Sector

Actions for Early Years and Childcare Providers during the COVID-19 Pandemic 29 November 2021

Main changes to the document are as follows:
1. updated advice in Overview and Tracing close contacts and self-isolation to reflect the change in self-isolation measures for close contacts of suspected or confirmed Omicron cases 
1. updated children and staff travelling from abroad 
1. updated advice on wearing face coverings in communal areas 
1. changed references of Public Health England (PHE) to UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) to reflect name change 
1. added in the ‘Other guidance’ section where to find information on: 
1. when routine vaccines or teething may cause a mild fever in children 
1. what to do when a childminder has someone self-isolating in their home claiming financial support under the NHS Test and Trace scheme.

Protective measures for holiday or after-school clubs and other out-of-school settings for children during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak 29 November 2021
Change made: Updated information about isolation, vaccinations for under 18 year olds, face coverings and international education visits.

Government Updates for the Sector and Families
NHS Test and Trace in the workplace 1 December 2021
Updated with guidance on Omicron variant.

NHS Test and Trace: what to do if you are contacted 1 December 2021
Updated with guidance on Omicron variant.
Government Updates for Families
Guidance for parents and carers of children attending out-of-school settings during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak 29 November 2021
Updated information about isolation, vaccinations for under 18 year olds, face coverings and international education visits.  

Reporting Coronavirus Cases
For your ease we are again providing you with the link to Ofsted guidance on reporting cases of coronavirus in your setting.  
Contain Outbreak Management Fund (COMF) Queries
Some of you have been asking Advisers and Childcare Sufficiency Officers about your COMF fund applications.  Please can we take this opportunity to remind you that your funding should be spent on the activities and resources outlined in your application
