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FAQ Observations

Do I have to do observations? 
Yes. Paragraph 2.1 of the EYFS Statutory framework states that “Ongoing assessment (also known as formative assessment) is an integral part of the learning and development process. It involves practitioners observing children to understand their level of achievement, interests and learning styles, and to then shape learning experiences for each child reflecting those observations”.
It also emphasises that the two statutory assessments (the Progress Check at Age Two and the EYFS Profile) must be based on ongoing, regular observation of children’s development (paragraph 2.3 and 2.6).

Observation should be part of your daily practice. Paragraph 2.2 of The EYFS statutory framework emphasises that “Assessment should not entail prolonged breaks from interaction with children, nor require excessive paperwork. Paperwork should be limited to that which is absolutely necessary to promote children’s successful learning and development”. 

Observing children’s learning should not be a barrier to interaction with children and scaffolding their learning.  Long periods spent with a clipboard observing and writing rather than engaging with children are likely to be counterproductive.

How many observations do I need to do?

The Statutory Framework does not include any numerical requirements for written observations nor does the OFSTED inspection framework for settings or schools.  It is the quality of what you record not the quantity that is important. Observations are a form of assessment and The Early Years Handbook states that paperwork should not be overly burdensome.
Writing observations 
Written records should be limited to those that capture significant information about children’s learning. Consider the Characteristics of Effective Learning to describe how the children are learning; are they finding out and exploring; taking a risk; are they choosing ways to do things and having their own ideas? Focus on what the children can do and try to write from the child’s perspective rather than your own.

Should I link my observations to the aspects of learning in Development Matters?
There is no statutory requirement to link observations to the aspects of learning. Development Matters is an excellent document to use to support your OAP system however at the bottom of each page it states that Development Matters is not designed to be a checklist.  Many online systems lend themselves to this approach, but always consider the benefit and whether this supports your Observation, Assessment and Planning system. 
A quality observation could be linked to multiple areas of learning. Remember not all observations will be written down.  Knowing your key children and combining this knowledge will support you in a holistic approach to assessment.
You may also find it helpful to indicate if the child’s learning is entering (i.e. the child is just beginning to acquire this skill or knowledge and will need lots of opportunities to rehearse and consolidate this), developing (i.e. the child is practicing  and consolidating this skill or knowledge in lots of situations and growing in confidence but will need further opportunities before the learning is fully embedded) or secure (i.e. the child is fully confident in applying this skill or knowledge independently and consistently in a range of situations – the learning is now fully embedded).
Can we save time by observing groups of children?
You may find yourself observing children who are part of group play or an activity, and whilst you may note how they interact and communicate with others it is important to keep the observation specific to the child.  A description of a group activity will not capture significant learning.
Is there a set format for recording observations?
No. It is up to you how you record and assess your observations of children’s learning and development. Popular methods include photographs and post-it notes, or recording observations on an online system; however, these are not the only methods.
Do I need to observe something 3 times before I can record it?
No. You do not want to be completing ‘excessive paperwork’. You may find it useful to indicate if the child’s learning is entering, developing or secure as detailed above. 
Is there training available to support our observation procedures?
Yes. Threads of Success can provide support and training on Observation, Assessment and Planning procedures, just visit our website https://www.theeducationpeople.org/our-expertise/early-years-childcare/ 
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