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Health Contribution for EHCP Annual Reviews,
Guidance for Educational Settings.

[bookmark: _Hlk175825199]Health professionals have a statutory duty to support the statutory Education Health and Care Needs Assessment Process, and this includes involvement in the Annual Review of the Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP). The SEND Code of Practice states that Annual Reviews of EHCPs should also review the health and social care provision made for the child or young person and its effectiveness in ensuring good progress towards outcomes.
[bookmark: _Hlk175826917]The following guidance has been developed to support educational settings to gather updated advice and information of health professionals’ contributions for the Annual review of the EHCP to enable the review of health needs, provision and outcomes.
[bookmark: _Hlk175825134]In line with the Code of Practice, educational settings must invite all health professionals involved in the child’s care to contribute towards the annual review meeting, either in person or through a report, providing at least 2 weeks’ notice. 
If possible, to assist Health Providers in coordinating their contribution, please try and provide them with 6-8 weeks’ notice of the Annual Review meeting. 
It is recommended that staff arranging the Annual Review Meeting consult with the pupil’s and/or their parent/carer to identify the health professionals who will need to be involved in the Annual Review meeting and whether there has been any significant change in the child or young person’s health needs which may require a change to their provision or Outcomes since the last Annual Review. 

We have provided a health information form for parents to complete prior to an annual review but will also support as a guide for a ‘health’ conversation. 

See ‘Health parent form’ on KELSI alongside appendices 


[bookmark: _Hlk175825162]Section K of the EHCP, will assist you in finding the health professionals who contributed to the EHCP which is under review and are likely to still be contributing. The health information form serves as a valuable tool when confirming with parents the involvement of the correct health professionals. It also assists in identifying any changes to the child's health needs. Parents are encouraged to provide the most recent reports or updates regarding their child's health. If these have not been supplied, staff should refer to the health contacts document to obtain the necessary information. Due to capacity restrictions, health professionals may not be able to attend Annual Review meetings in person. Nevertheless, their input remains crucial to the EHCP annual review process.
Health professionals may participate virtually or, more commonly, submit their contributions in writing in advance. These contributions are typically provided in the form of reports or clinic letters, ensuring that their expertise is included in the ongoing assessment and development of the EHCP. If a pupil is open to Therapy services SLT Speech and Language Therapy (SaLT/SLT), Occupational Therapy (OT) or Physiotherapy (PT) an invitation should always be sent. These teams have processes in place where a decision will be made to determine if it is appropriate for a report or the latest clinic letter to be submitted, or if it is possible for them to attend in person. 
Invitations should go to the addresses contained within the link below, this varies by health providers in your area. A contact list has been developed to accompany the parents' health information form and SENCO guidance. This resource is intended to enhance understanding of health service involvement, with particular emphasis on therapies, paediatricians, and mental health services, as these are often engaged in providing long-term care and support for children and young people.
See ‘Health contacts for Education Settings’ form on KELSI alongside appendices.
Invitations to Health Professionals should always be sent when pupils have moderate, complex or unstable/unpredictable health needs. See link below for explanation of categories of Health Needs.
During the review meeting the health needs and outcomes should be reviewed and in partnership with the child/young person and their parent/carer. Requests for amendments to the health information in the relevant sections of the EHCP should be made, during the Annual Review Meeting in the same way as the educational and social care elements of the plan. This can be done by comparing what is already in the EHCP with the updated reports received from health. Significant changes may include a new diagnosis, open to a new health professional or service, closed to a health professional or service.
Health professionals are responsible for ensuring that their reports are clear concise and understandable to all who read them. They should explain the child or young person’s health needs related to their SEND and how this impact on their daily life. The outcomes that are expected within a timeframe and what additional provision will be provided. If this is not clear, please go back to the health professional providing the advice and request further explanation. Clinic letters should contain a summary of the child’s health needs and agreed plan of health provision
If the pupil is under the care of specialist and/or London services, the child’s parents/carers or the young person should be able to provide the latest NHS clinic letter or medical report which can be used at the Annual Review Meeting.
It is helpful to remember that pupil’s may be under more than one Doctor, service or therapist they could be known to:Acute/Local Hospital Paediatrician
Community Paediatrician

Audiology Ophthalmology

Child/young person

Mental Health Services
Therapies SaLT/OT/PT

Specialist Paediatrician i.e. London Hospitals



 

Complete the Health Information form at the earliest opportunity when arranging the Annual Review.





Is the pupil known to Speech and Language, Occupational Therapy or Physiotherapy?




No
Yes

Has parent/carer reported that there has been a change to the pupil’s health conditions, and new diagnoses or change in needs’ outcomes or provision?
needs




Invite relevant Health Professional to contribute the pupil’s Annual Review 
Use ‘Health contacts for Education Settings’ contacts list
If no address available and parents have latest clinic letter or report this can be used as evidence.

					
Yes

No


Has the pupil got moderate, complex or unstable/unpredictable health needs?
Use ‘Health guidance for professional advice or information for EHCP Annual review form’ 




No


No further action required


Please give Health Professional 6-8 weeks notice whenever possible.
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