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OUTDOOR EDUCATION UNIT  






Educational Visits and Offsite Activities

Clarification - Who is the 'provider'? 

Many LA and DCSF documents refer to the ‘Provider’. But who is the Provider?

The ‘Provider is any company/organisation/individual who is providing a service to the school or youth centre, irrespective of whether they do or do not charge for this service. 

If you use a travel/tour company to organise any aspects of your itinerary, that company is the ‘Provider’ for those aspects. If you book coach travel, flights, hotels, etc. yourself, neither you nor the school is the provider. The provider is the coach company, the airline, the hotel company, etc. 

As part of the support that the LA gives to schools in relation to educational visits the Outdoor Education Unit vets Providers that offer residential facilities and adventurous activities*. It is these two areas that the LA is concerned with when approving a visit. 

However, the school has the responsibility to ensure that any other providers involved are reputable and will provide a safe service. It is also very important to check that any Provider holds at least £5million Public Liability Insurance cover.
· See list as per LA Approval System and Procedures Guidance Notes

\\mai-svr37\Shared Local\Outdoor Education Unit\Guidance sheets\Uploaded\Who is a Provider0808.doc
1
1

