Responsive Interaction - Observation of Practitioner Skills

Name of Setting:






Date:

	Top Technique
	Evidence 
	Note times seen
	Observation

	Reduces Distractions
	Quiet, cosy areas available in the setting (adjustments for background noise)
	
	

	
	Choice of just a few items to play with (adjustments for visual distractions)
	
	

	
	Areas free from bright colours available (adjustments for visual distractions)
	
	

	Positions to create opportunities for being face to face
	Gets down to the child’s level 

	
	

	
	Sits opposite the child, so the child can easily see practitioners face
	
	

	
	Close proximity to the child, that is comfortable, to support back and forth interactions
	
	

	Follows the child’s interests 


	Practitioner considered child’s interests with toys/activities available to play with
	
	

	
	Provides a range of activities including all the senses
	
	

	Follows the child’s lead
	Allows child to choose what to play
	
	

	
	Follows child’s lead in how to play and when to communicate.
	
	

	Gives the child extra time to respond
	Waits and actively watches to know when and how to respond to child


	
	

	Responsive to child’s communication attempts.
	Responds to child’s attempts by copying (mirroring) what they do or say.
	
	

	
	Responds to the child with the word (and sign) for the object or action as the child experiences it (labelling).
	
	

	
	Responds to the child by copying what they say and adding on a word (extending).
	
	

	
	Positively acknowledges child’s attempts by repeating what child says modelling the correct word, grammar or speech sounds (recasting).
	
	

	Uses simple repetitive language
	Communicates with child at level appropriate to child’s understanding (e.g. key words and gesture etc)
	
	

	Careful with questions
	Uses comments more than questions
	
	


· Strengths observed:
· Possible area for development:
