Testimonials

Whole school support across a Federation

“The Federation worked with the ISSK through-out Terms 3 – 5 of the academic year.
The initial audit of EAL provision was incredibly helpful to established areas of strength as well as areas to target. The team enabled us to identify further action areas which the team could support with.
The ISSK team carried out TA training across the Federation, which has resulted in improved ways of working with our children with EAL and other children with speech and language concerns. We will also be having ‘A language of the month’ from next term, with an adult that attended the training front running the project very enthusiastically. 
Individual 1:1 work with a family and a child with EAL has enabled the class teacher to have better understanding of the background of the family and establish learning needs / EAL needs. This was a crucial piece of work that was very successful and has already had an impact on the child and teacher. 
I would recommend the ISSK service without reservation and hope to work with them again.” Head of Schools


Impact of the support provided by Inclusion Support Service Kent: Secondary School 

“Last academic year The Advisory Teacher was involved in supporting EAL students and the teachers across our school. She led very effective CPD session on how to teach different genres to EAL students and how to improve the language of the advanced learners.   
In term 5 and 6 The Advisory Teacher was especially involved in supporting our newly arrived students.  She was seeing them every fortnight and the sessions were really liked by the students. The Advisory Teacher managed to establish a very good rapport with the students. The students were very keen on seeing The Advisory Teacher and receiving her support, both academic and pastoral. The students made a good progress including their speaking and writing skills. Their reading age results at the end of term 6 significantly improved and the students felt more secure and better prepared for their exams at the end of the year.                                                                                  
The Advisory Teacher was also helping the students to develop their interest. She found out that one of the students is interested in media and made some enquiries about visiting Maidstone Television Studios. 
Students responded very well to her warm personality and they were looking forward to working with her. 
All the great work The Advisory Teacher did last term has been displayed by the students this term and they all have had a very good start.”   SENCO

 

Feedback from EAL Co-Ordinator : Primary

“I am quite new to the role of EAL Co-Ordinator and have had very little prior experience.  Since taking on this role at I have been on a few, very expensive, courses led by other EAL consultants; they were very good and definitely gave me a better insight into this role, but still left me with a lot of questions. When working with ISSK (Inclusion Support Service Kent) I hoped that some of these remaining questions would be addressed; I wasn’t disappointed.

The first meeting I had with the Advisory Teacher, which carried out an audit of needs, highlighted some of the areas that needed developing within my school.  From the beginning she was very supportive and informative and we quickly prioritised our next steps training for staff.  We had two training sessions, delivered for our teachers with the aim that I would lead follow-up training sessions for the TAs.  Our first session was on the basics of EAL and the second on academic literacy.  I learned more from both of these 1 ¼ hour sessions than from two full days of training provided by other consultants and we were provided with useful resources, scaffolds and ideas that could be used in the classroom, not only that would benefit EAL children, but others as well. I had a lot of positive feedback from staff who felt that they were now able to give more support to EAL children going forwards as well as to others which would help raise standards in writing. I also felt I would be able to support staff more confidently.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The time given by ISSK was exactly what we needed as a school. I highly recommend ISSK as a support to schools and I really hope to see them again in the next academic year as I feel that their continued support would be incredibly beneficial to us to ensure our EAL pupils are accessing the curriculum to the best of their abilities allowing them to make good progress.  This will also have a positive impact on the other children as well.”    EAL Co-Ordinator




