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Library services for early years and 

childcare



Why? 

“Taking a child to the library is the single most important 

thing parents can do to give their child a good start in 

life”

“..... a child taken to the library on a monthly basis from 

ages 3 to 5 is two and a half months ahead of an 

equivalent child at age 5 who did not visit the library so 

frequently” 



Why? 

• Pre-literacy skills including speech, language and 

communication development

• Reducing social isolation and creating networks 

and friendships for children and parents and carers

• Mental health support for children and adults 



Books



Books for parents and carers



Different ways of using libraries



Library Cards



eBooks and eAudiobooks



eMagazines



eNewspapers



Computers 



Learning, reference and research 



Homework support 



Activities



Summer Reading Challenge



Ask a Kent Librarian

• Chat online 

• Email 

AKL@kent.gov.uk

• Call 03000 41 64 38 

mailto:AKL@kent.gov.uk


Keeping in touch

KentLibrariesArchives

@Kentlibraries 

Kent Libraries Registration and Archives

•



Bookstart 



Information sheets

• Childminders 

• Early years settings 

• Families 

• Children with additional needs 

• Home educators 



Contact details

• www.kent.gov.uk/libs

• Ask a Kent Librarian 

AKL@kent.gov.uk or 03000 41 64 38 

• lindsay.prestage@kent.gov.uk

03000 412271

http://www.kent.gov.uk/libs
mailto:AKL@kent.gov.uk
mailto:lindsay.prestage@kent.gov.uk




Who are KSCMP?
• We are a multi-agency partnership of the three safeguarding partners –

Local Authority, Police and Health, replacing the previous Safeguarding Board in September 2019.

• The work of the partnership is overseen by the Executive Board. The Board brings together the three 
safeguarding partners to lead children’s safeguarding and the promotion of child welfare in Kent.

• The partnership is supported by a small business team.

What does KSCMP do?
• Oversees multi-agency working, including liaising with all 

safeguarding partners.
• Training and training resources, including multi-agency, e-

learning, bespoke and factsheets.
• Practice development / thematic reviews looking at improving 

practice and sharing good practice.
• Rapid reviews / local practice reviews.
• Guidance on a range of matters including procedures, policies 

and signposting (various links on the website).
• Keep up to date with national guidance and complete work 

around new initiatives and studies.



Safeguarding Risks in Education settings including Early Years

• KSCMP has an Education group which was formed in April 2022.  Quarterly 
meetings are held and a representative from The Education People represents 
Early Years Settings.

• KSCMP are trying to build up a picture of safeguarding risks from a range of 
partners and some of this work is being completed through the Education group.

• The purpose of today is to try and capture some of the Early Years safeguarding 
risks and KSCMP are interested in the risks to wellbeing that children are facing.

• KSCMP then wishes to share the information collected anonymously with the 
Education group when they next meet in April 2023 and add some themes to the 
risk register.



Safeguarding Risks in Education Settings including Early Years - Parameters

• What are the risks to wellbeing that children are facing?

KSCMP need to know about safeguarding risks that are affecting children from a 
multi-agency point of view, as our aim is to be aware of risks that may feed in to our 
current work or help to be aware / keep track of possible emerging / escalating risks.  

Neglect

Parent mental 
health issues

Child mental 
health issues

Drug / substance 
misuse in the 

home

Alcohol use in 
the home

Home conditions 
/ homelessness

Emotional abuseSexual abusePhysical abuse

Online safety / 
technology issues

Domestic Abuse



Survey link - https://forms.office.com/e/Sh133t1GZj

https://forms.office.com/e/Sh133t1GZj


Safeguarding Files in education

Practice Review work
An ongoing Kent Local Child Safeguarding Practice Review has identified the quality 
of safeguarding files held in education settings and the transfer of those files when 
children have moved between settings, is an area that could be improved.

Ofsted -
▪staff who make timely and detailed recording of concerns and recognise and 
respond to patterns of concerning behaviour 
▪well-organised record keeping and reporting 



You can sign up for regular Partnership communications, including the KSCMP 
newsletter, training updates and publication notifications for LCSPRs by completing 
this form –

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=DaJTMjXH_kuotz5qs39fkK
8ZcJ8EZbNKlnxdX_9RVFdUQ1pCNzRGUjBRT0pDNFFCN0w3QldFVVBSUC4u

If you do wish to get in contact with KSCMP please contact us at kscmp@kent.gov.uk
or visit our website kscmp.org.uk

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=DaJTMjXH_kuotz5qs39fkK8ZcJ8EZbNKlnxdX_9RVFdUQ1pCNzRGUjBRT0pDNFFCN0w3QldFVVBSUC4u
mailto:kscmp@kent.gov.uk






•

•

•

•

•

•

•





•

•

•

•





https://www.pengreen.org/2022/05/19/applying-for-support-from-the-early-years-covid-recovery-programme/
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mailto:KEYSPH@theeducationpeople.org
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